Terminal duct carcinoma of minor salivary glands. A nonpapillary subtype of polymorphous low-grade adenocarcinoma.
The clinicopathologic features of five terminal duct carcinomas arising in minor salivary glands are presented. These nonpapillary, low-grade adenocarcinomas are part of the spectrum of polymorphous low-grade adenocarcinoma. The patients ranged in age from 47 to 77 years. Symptoms were nonspecific and related to a mass that usually was present for several years. Histologically, the tumors had a ductal pattern with areas of solid and cribriform architecture. Cytologically, they were composed of uniform, cuboid cells with round to oval nuclei and fine chromatin. One patient developed a recurrence after 13 years, but none of the tumors has metastasized. One lesion in this series was studied ultrastructurally and demonstrated both glandular and pseudoglandular structures analogous to those of adenoid cystic carcinoma. Nonetheless, terminal duct carcinoma is cytologically distinctive from adenoid cystic carcinoma and appears to have a more favorable prognosis.